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.. What in the name of David Brown is this? Meet

\V unique project DBA4 oozing classic Fifties

_ running gear. Paul Chudscki
N .
. blasts it round Goodwood

‘k.

HERE I5 SOMETHING VERY SENSUOUS ABOUT THIS CAR.
The way it sits down on its haunches, nose slightly raised.
hungry and ready to gobble up the Goodwood rarmac, its
body glistening in the sunlight. It may look like an ordinary
DB4GT. although obviously moditied. but UAW 707 is so
much more than that.

This, you see, is a project Aston Martin, one of that special and rare
breed which occasionally emerges from the hallowed inner sanctum
at Newport Pagneil. Among its predecessors, the most well-known are
Development Projects (DP) 212, 214 (two built) and 215 from the early
Sixties, These cars were bred from the DB4GT. their mission was to
hunt down and chew up Ferrari 250GTOs. Being the latest of this
particular line — there have, of course. been other project cars, both
competition and otherwise ~ UAW 707 is officially designated
DPzigs: the ‘215”7 in deference 1o the last of the DB4GT-evolved cars
and the ‘5" representing the fifth in the series.

The opportunity 1o drive this awesome machine has been a long
time coming. Classic Cars first heard of it in 1991 when it was still a glint
in the eye of its creator, Kingsley Riding-Felce, service and restoration
director of Aston Martin lagonda (AML). Being an in-house
development project, time was not at a premium and it would be more
than five years before DP2155 would turn a wheel in anger. It was
then that AML parent Ford decreed that all prototypes should be
sold; happily DP2155 passed to an enthusiastic British owner, 3>
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Far ngm 4.7 -ditre

bucket seats in the
front but no room
for rear loungers ~
the chassis was
cut back 5in to
GT dimensions

David Bailey, and it could not have gone 1o a better home.
The Aston started life as a standard 1959 DB4 bearing the
chassis number DB4/207/R. It was specifically bought in poor
condition as the basis for a service depariment restoration
project that would also see major engineering developments.
What ultimaiely ensued was a chassis and body shortened 1o

(" Aston Martin Lagonda: giving new life 1o old DB racers
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‘af;gi s Odninal inspiration. DP212 at SBverstone, 1675
torners could have a classic racer without all the downsides.

oest programme we've ever had. We could see sveryone was

g level but siruggiing with the back end. They were strengthening
{ put the powes down early enough. The plan was for a conversion
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s 44 ) under the 'Works F’nepaed ;.mgramme that encompasses

restorations and unigue coachwork construction, race preparation and development of
speciakst components for past and current Astons. It’s part of AMLs Car for Life policy
that remains unigue armong manufacturers,

DP2155's engine ardd suspension work was canmied out in co-operation with AM
specialst Richard Stewart Willams and Harvey Balley Engineering. The car was to
compsts in histonc races bt was prevented by Ford's 1996 decision to sell prototypes.

DB4GT dimensions — ie, minus rear seats and five inches but
with special lightweight inner sills to the same specification
as the original 1959 DB4GT prototype, DP19o.

The project team introduced an independent rear
suspension, with double wishbones mounted on a subframe
that bolts directly to the original axle mountings, with
telescopic dampers just as on DP1g9. This was complemented
by heavily revised suspension geometry, that was fully
rose-jointed and adjustable like the back. They also brought in
competition brakes (thankfully). a Sierra Cosworth limited
slip differential and a stretched and modified 4. 7-litre version
of the standard 3.7-litre twin-plug GT engine, mated to a
five-speed ZF gearbox. The team had some fun.

With 351bhp and,.more importantly, 3341b ft on hand,
DP2155 promised to pack the kick of a homicidal buffalo and
a roadholding and handling package that should represent the
ultimate evolution of the DB4 chassis.

Now, at last., we were about 1o find out.

STRAPPED INTO THE GENUINE SIXTIES LEATHER BUCKET
seat, your eyes are drawn to the familiar DB4 dashboard,
flanked by the unfamiliar forward pair of a six-leg FIA roll
cage. Ahead, the swooping curves of the Touring body beck-
on to the track beyond.

The idle is a trifle lumpy. like any pedigree race engine, but
the note is crisp. As the clutch comes up and the throttle goes
down, DP2154’s exhaust barks out a warning and the triple 50
DCOE Webers snort in oxygen. The rear squats, the nose rises
and then the acceleration Kicks in — it’s like being pinged from
the elastic of a gigantic catapult. Before we so much as sniff
Madgewick corner we're at the 6ocorpm red line in third,

The turn-in is excellent, the steering pin-sharp. devoid of
bump-steer thanks to the odified steering geometry. On the
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Acceleration is relentless. The Aston pulls B100rpm
in4th, equivalent fo 130mph. with another cog to go=:
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As for the engine, it's a gem; a dynamo of power with an
almost seamless torque curve. It just pulls and pulls. Dropping
the clutch at 3000rpm (torque peaks just soorpm higher)
provides blood-bubbling acceleration, with 6omph coming in
around five seconds; 100mph in another six, using the
6ooorpm power peak as a rev limit. There’s little point in
exceeding this as thereafter power and torque start to fall, but
the torque band is impressively flat — 310lb ft at 3000rpm and
3071b/ft at 6ooorpm.

All the while the engine feels unburstable with its

counter-balanced, steel crankshaft in smooth command of

Cosworth pistons and Carrillo rods in the specially braced
block. This 4.7-litre six is a gutsy and tractable motor that is
made all the sweeter by the combination of throaty intake
roar and the burbly beliow of the straight-through exhaust -
a combination that never refrains from seducing the senses,

The tachometer needle rotates to 6ooorpm rapidly, the
acceleration is relentless and down Lavant straight the Aston
is pulling é100rpm in 4th before braking for Woodcote -
that's equivalent to 1 jomph and there’s sn}l another cog to go.
There is no reason to doubt, such is the twin cam’s abundant
torque, that the Aston wouldn't pull the same revs in gth,
equating to more than 16omph.

Amid all this unrestrained power, the competition discs
have a calming Prozacian quality, 13in diameter at the front
with four-pot calipers, and with only a slight sign of fade #»
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when pushing the car hard, despite road pads being fitted
front and rear. Even the brake pedal assembly has been
strengthened — fabricated in stainless steel to prevent
distortion under a heavy foot.

David Balley: freezer fruck mogul who just had fo have it

‘1 HONESTLY believed he
Vi king about @ beautifil
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me, the sourd, looks, the way Kingsley
was besotted with the car.

Bedore buying DP2155 David had not
been into Astone but then he met AMUs
ultra-enth iic Kingsley Riding-Felce,
source of the "beautifiul woman’ quole,
wno mentioned he'd been bullding a
DB4 GT prototype for fve vears.

"Kingsiey raved apout the DPs, but

said AMIL had to sell them. | sat in the GT,

staried ¥ up and said “'ve got to have /",
} never dhove it The whole thing got 1o
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‘| bought it two years age but lsft it at
the factory as there was work to be done.
Sincs this year it's been kept at home.

‘On the road s exhilarating. Power is
instant and astonishing, the roadholding is
lovely, it cruises effortiessly and pulls rom
Sthat any speed. t's wonderful to drive.

Y| paid six figures for it and some chap
ar Coys Festival offered me £220,000 -
but I've absolutely no intention of sefiing!’

On the open road, the independent rear transforms
the handling over undulating and twisting surfaces. The
tendency for the back axle to jump at every bump is gone and
instead the rear feels in much greater harmony with its
opposite end and feedback through the leather-covered wood
rim is superb. Sudden changes of direction. too, with the
power hard on, only induce minimum oversteer, greatly
reducing the need to steer by the throttle, and it is on the road
where one appreciates the big increase in ride comfort.
especially given the stiffly-sprung, rose-jointed suspension.

OVERALL. PROJECT 2155 IS A PHENOMENAL PACKAGEL,
with every dynamic aspect of the car working in perfect
harmony. As Kingsley Riding-Felce says: ‘It’s the car you build
yourself. It’s all about passion — and you can't build cars
without passion.’

What a sheer joy to drive, so tactile and informative in its
responses, so taut and so fast. It’s a car with a soul that seduces
driver and passenger. Drop dead gorgeous with stunning looks
and voluptuously flared wheel arches, it performs every bit as
well as its looks promise. Without doubt, Dp2155 is one of the
most complete cars we have ever driven. Put simply. it is the
ultimate rendition of the DB4.

and a TVR luscan Challenge car. He thinks the new S-type is: A well
executed design, but the nose treatment could be more individual.”
MEXT MONTH: PEBBLE BEACH CONCOURS-WINNING BUGATT!
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